ARCHIVES DETAIL 


ERIE’S TSA'/E 


He Told Agents He Was in 
I New Orleans Nov. 22 


By NAN ROBERTSON 
WASHINGTON. Feb. 24— 
Documents in the National Ar- 
ehives added today details to 
U e account of David W. Fer- 
rte's movements during the week 
,n President Kennedy's assas- 
sination. 

Mr. Ferrie. who was found 
dead in his bed Wednesday in 
New Orleans, was a suspect in 
an investigation by the New 
Orleans District Attorney. Jim 
I Garrison, of an alleged assas- 
'■ sination plot. Mr. Garrison says 
1 the plot was hatched in New 
Orleans and carried out in 
I Dallas. 

Secret Service records show 
, that Mr. Ferrie told agents 
shortly alter the assassination 
I that he was “positive’’ lie had 
j been in New Orleans on the day 
of the murder. Friday. Nov. 22. 
i 1063, and on the preceding day 
Secret Service men quoted 
him as having said he was cer- 
tain of his whereabouts “because 
he had been in court in connec- 
tion with a trial involving 
Carlos Marcello.'' The New Or- 
leans city directory lists Mr. 
Marcello as the owner of the 
Town and Country Motel. 

Weekend in Texas 
Mr. Ferrie further testified 
i that he lett New Orleans about 
i 9 P.M. the day of the assassina- 
; tion with two male companions 
1 and spent the weekend in Hous- 
1 ion and Galveston. Tex. Federal 
| Bureau of Investigation docu- 
ments based on hotel records 
! confirm that the three were in 
] those cities that weekend. 

The. week after the assassi- 
1 nation, Lee Fletcher, a porter 
1 at the Alamotel in Houston. 

. hov/ed F.P.I. agents a regis- 
tration card with the informa- 
I tion that D. W. Ferrie, Alvin 
1 Beauboucf and Melvin Coffey 
checked into Room 19. Alamo-, 
tel, at 4:30 A.M. Nov. 23. 1963." | 


The Nov. 23. 1963. dale on 1 . \ U/KVyj I i; V M C 

the card was written over a I - c ' x > 

Nov. 22 date. Mr. Fletcher ex- J 

plained to the agents that “this I i . - I c' , 

occurred because of the early 1- . ! I <c f 

morning time which the sub- / 

jeets cheeked in tlie motel, but 
iic was quite sure the right 
date was the 23rd.” 

The record also shows that 
the men stayed until the fol- 
lowing day, Sunday. Nov. 21— 
but this conflicts with a eard 
shown to the F.B.I. in Gal- 
veston. A 

Hole! in Galveston J I 

Mrs. Mary Doveri. a clerk at . \v* 

thc Driftwood Motel in Calves- ; \ 

ton, presented a registration 
card with the information tiiatj 
the same three men checked: 
into the Driftwood at 11 P.M. 

Saturday, Nov. 23. Another 
clerk. Shirley Dial, testified they 
left about 10 A.M. the next day. 

Sunday. , .. _ */■ 

The record cards for both f (j 

motels stated that Mr. Ferrie f 

and his companions wore driv- / 

ing a car with Louisiana license l / » S w . 

No. 781-895. Mr. Ferrie had told if ‘jj 

agents that it was a light blue I / 

1961 Comet station wagon \ 

(made by Mercury) that he 
had bought in New Orleans sev- 
eral weeks before. At the Hous- r 

ton motel, it was listed as a 
“Comet automobile:” at Galves- 
ton. as a “Ford station wagon." 

The mileage and driving time 
between New Orleans and Hou- 
ston are put by the American 
Automobile Association at 364 

miles and eight to nine hours.: 

Houston and Galveston tire 50 [said he started back to New 
miles apart, about one h°urS;Q r ] eans jn y, e ear ] y afternoon 
drive. Dallas— where President;^ Xov 2 o, arriving about 
Kennedy was killed — is 243 j 3 PXI H e again talked to Mr. 
milos and 5 hours and lo min- “who accompanied him to 
utes away from Houston. the Orleans Parish District At- 

Long Distance Calls torney's office, where he was 

IY . wanted for questioning in con- 

While at tne Houston motel nection with the Oswald case." 
Mr. Feme made several lon„ The 16 pa . es o£ declassified 
distance calls. Hotel recoras 0 n Mr. Ferrie in the 

listed one local call nd fo»r to xational Archives are part of 
New Orleans. the Warren Commission records 

Two of these were to radio bating to the Kennedy assas- 
stations — \\ SHO and wubw. 3^^011. About 40 more pages 
The other two were found to- are slill classified by the F.B.I. 
day to have been to the Town ^ examined pages were de- 
and Country Motel owned by c i ass ixied in September, 1965. 
Mr. Marcello and the Fountain- g U £ un tii this month, they were 
bleu Moiel.. at which Mr. cau- scattered throughout many 
beufs widowed mother Eve- thousands of pages of informa- 
lyn, worked as a switchboard tion Marion Johnson, the ar- 
operator. The latter call was ^vist in charge of the Warren 
collect. Commission records, compiled 

Mr. Ferrie told the Sec r et the available records about Mr. 
Service in a long statement that jp errie in res p onse to requests 
he and his companions returned )from ^ew Orleans reporters, 
to New Orleans about 9 :o0 F.M. There are x 554 documents 
Sunday. Nov. 24. 1963. He then ;used in the W arren inquiry in 
"telephoned attorney Q- the archives. Each document is 

GiU Iby wnorn he is cniplo)ed lseveral inches thick . Two . 

as an investigator] several, thirds of ttese have bee n de- 

classified under guidelines 

GIU s suggestion not dralra up by the justice De- ; 
explained, Mr. Feme said ! he. parlment ^ ap p roved by the 
left New Orleans alone about, T V hite House 

midnight that night and drove! wmlg H0Uje ' 

to Hammond, La., where he 
stayed with a friend at South- 
eastern Louisiana College. 

The friend, Thomas Compton, 
did research In narcotics addic- 
tion, Mr. Ferrie said. Mr. Ferrie 





